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The Sierra Blanca Wildland Fire Academy has been developing skilled, safe wildland firefighters since 2002. Located in the 
heart of New Mexico’s Lincoln National Forest in Ruidoso, SBWFA serves firefighters from across the country. More than 
70% of New Mexico’s population lives in areas at elevated wildfire risk — our training exists to protect them. 

SBWFA courses are delivered in accordance with the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) standards, ensuring 
your certifications are recognized and portable across all federal, state, and local agencies. Whether you’re building your 
initial qualifications or advancing toward supervisory roles, the Sierra Blanca Wildland Fire Academy offers the curriculum to 
get you there. 

2027 registrations open September 1, 2026. Academy begins January 4, 2027. Register online at sbwfacademy.com — 
courses fill quickly. 

 

 

SIERRA BLANCA WILDLAND FIRE ACADEMY 
2027 COURSE CATALOG & SCHEDULE 

 
To develop professional and safe responses in the wildland environment by offering training and education that 

meets the National Wildfire Coordinating Group Standards. 

25+ Years Training Firefighters Ruidoso, New Mexico Academy Starts January 4, 2027 

ABOUT SIERRA BLANCA WILDLAND FIRE ACADEMY 
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DATES 
 

COURSE TITLE 
 

COURSE # DURATION 
 

SEATS 

1 
 

Jan 4–8 
Firefighter Training + Intro to Fire Behavior + 
Human Factors 

 
S-130/190/L-180 

 
5 days 

 
16 

2 Jan 4-5 Portable Pumps and Water Use S-211   2 days 16 

3 Jan 4-6 Introduction to Chainsaw Operations S-112 3 days 18 

4 Jan 4-5 Basic Air Operations S-270 2 days 20 

5 Jan 5-6 Crew Boss (Single Resource) S-230 1.5 days 20 

6 Jan 7-8 Engine Boss (Single Resource) S-231 1.5 days 20 

7 Jan 4-6 Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior S-290 2.5 days 23 

8 Jan 7-8 Firing Operations S-219 2 days 16 

9 Jan 7-8 Followership to Leadership L-280 2 days 24 

10 Jan 6-8 Helicopter Crewmember S-271 2.5 days 20 

11 Jan 7 Firefighter Type 1 S-131 1 day 18 

12 Jan 7-8 Initial Attack Incident Commander S-200 2 days 23 

13 Jan 6-8 Heavy Equipment Boss S-236 2.5 days 16 

14 Jan 4-8 Wildland Fire Origin & Cause Determination FI-210 4.5 days 25 

15 Jan 8 Wildland Fire Safety Training Annual Refresher RT-130 ½ day 25 

16 Jan 4-6 Intermediate ICS ICS-300 3 days 16 

17 Jan 4-6 Task Force / Strike Team Leader S-330 2.5 days 24 

18 Jan 4-6 Fire Operations in Wildland Urban Interface S-215 3 days 16 

19 Jan 5-7 Applied Interagency Business Management S-261 3 days 24 

20 Jan 7-8 Advanced ICS ICS-400 2 days 16 

21 Jan 4-8 Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations S-390 5 days 22 

22 Jan 4-6 Expanded Dispatch Recorder D-110 3 days 10 

* Schedule subject to change. Check sbwfacademy.com for updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2027 AT-A-GLANCE SCHEDULE 
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The foundational wildland fire training combines three essential NWCG courses. S-130 (Firefighter Training) develops the 
skills to suppress wildland fires safely, covering fire behavior, suppression tactics, safety, tools, and maps & compass. S-190 
(Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior) teaches students to recognize and predict fire behavior including fuel types, 
weather, topography, and spotting. L-180 (Human Factors on the Fireline) addresses the human causes of accidents, 
decision-making under stress, situational awareness, and crew cohesion. Together these form the required foundation for 
the Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) qualification. 

 

Prerequisites 
• None required for S-130/190 

 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-130, S-190 & L-180 
online components at NWCG 
Wildland Fire Learning Portal 
• Print & bring completion certificates 

What to Bring 
• Pen, notebook 
• Completion certificates 
• Boots, weather-appropriate field gear 

 
 

S-211 provides the knowledge and hands-on skills to design, set up, operate, troubleshoot, and shut down portable water 
delivery systems. Students cover portable water delivery systems, equipment identification, system design, and hydraulics in 
the classroom — then apply learning in a field exercise. Required for Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1), Incident Commander 
Type 5 (ICT5), and Engine Boss (ENGB) qualifications. 

 

Prerequisites 
• None — open to all levels 
• FFT2 helpful but not required 
• Agency sponsorship recommended 

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

What to Bring 
• Work gloves, eye & ear protection 
• Weather-appropriate field gear 
• Calculator, notebook, boots 

 
 

S-112 provides entry-level wildland fire personnel with the knowledge and hands-on skills needed to safely operate and 
maintain chainsaws in support of wildland fire suppression and natural resource management activities. Students learn 
chainsaw safety, maintenance, cutting techniques, risk assessment, and field applications through a combination of online 
instruction, classroom learning, and practical field exercises. The course meets the training requirements for the NWCG 
Basic Faller (FAL3) position. 

 

Prerequisites 
• None — FFT2 no longer required (as of 
June 2023) 
• Agency sponsorship recommended 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-112 online training module 

and pass the associated assessment prior 
to attending the instructor-led course. 

• Print & bring completion certificates 

What to Bring 
• Boots, weather-appropriate field gear 
• Notebook 
• Completion certificates 
 

 

1 
S-130 / S-190 / L-180 

Basic Firefighter Training 
January 4–8, 2027 • 5 Days · 16 Seats 

2027 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

2 
S-211 

Portable Pumps and Water Use 
January 4–5, 2027 • 2 Days · 16 Seats 

3 
S-112 

Introduction to Chainsaw Operations 
January 4–6, 2027 • 3 Days · 18 Seats 



SBWFA | Sierra Blanca Wildland Fire Academy · All courses meet NWCG Standards · Certifications valid nationwide Page 5 
 

 
S-270 provides a foundation in aviation operations for wildland firefighters working with or around agency aircraft. Topics: 
aircraft types & capabilities, aviation management structure, tactical/logistical aircraft use, helicopter LZ requirements, and 
applicable Federal Aviation Regulations. Required for CRWB, ENGB, HMGB, FELB, and FIRB qualifications. 

 

Prerequisites Pre-Work Required What to Bring 

• Generally recommended for FFT1 and 
above 

• Review NWCG Interagency Helicopter 
Operations Guide (IHOG) 
• Familiarize with ICS aviation roles 

• Notebook 

 
 

S-230 is a blended-format course (online + in-person ILT) preparing students for Crew Boss (CRWB) duties per NWCG 
Incident Position Standards PMS 350-98. Topics: travel & check-in, briefings, task assignment, crew performance, mop-up, 
firing operations, aerial resources, medical emergencies, and WUI operations. Online component must be completed 
before ILT; OLT completion valid 90 days. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Qualified as Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1) 
• Successful completion of S-290 
(Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior) 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-230 Online Component at 
NWCG Wildland Fire Learning Portal 
• Print completion memo (required 
on first day) 
• Review PMS 350-98 CRWB Position 
Standards 

What to Bring 
• S-230 online completion memo 
• Notebook 

 
 

S-231 is a performance-based, scenario-driven ILT covering the duties of Engine Boss (ENGB) per NWCG Incident Position 
Standards PMS 350-103. Students lead engine operations, apply tactical decision-making, and demonstrate leadership 
under simulated conditions. Includes a field day with hands-on engine and equipment activities. Updated to 2026 version — 
most current NWCG certification. 

 

Prerequisites Pre-Work Required What to Bring 
• Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1) qualification 
required 

• None • Notebook 

• Successful completion of S-230 Crew 
Boss 

  

 

4 
S-270 

Basic Air Operations 
January 4–5 2027 • 2 Days · 20 Seats 

5 
S-230 

Crew Boss, Single Resource 
January 5–6, 2027 • 2 Days · 20 Seats 

6 
S-231 

Engine Boss, Single Resource 
January 7–8, 2027 • 1.5 Days · 20 Seats 
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S-290 expands on S-190 to build supervisor-level fire behavior prediction skills. Topics: fire weather analysis, fire behavior 
calculations, spotting potential, crown fire potential, and applying knowledge to leadership decisions. Required for CRWB, 
ENGB, FIRB and other leadership positions. The 2023 blended version includes mandatory online pre-work — access 
through the NWCG Wildland Fire Learning Portal. 

 

Prerequisites 
• S-130 Firefighter Training 
• S-190 Introduction to Wildland Fire 
Behavior 

 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-290 online module at NWCG 
Wildland Fire Learning Portal 
• Print completion memo (required on 
first day) 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

 
 

S-219 covers the principles, methods, and safety considerations of firing operations in wildland fire management. Topics: 
strip firing, point source firing, backing fire, ignition equipment use, and coordination during firing assignments. Supports 
qualification development for Firing Boss (FIRB) and other advanced positions. Recommended for personnel regularly 
working with prescribed fire or complex suppression operations. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) 
qualification required 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-219 online module at NWCG 

Wildland Fire Learning Portal 

• Print completion memo (required on 
first day) 

What to Bring 
• Boots, weather-appropriate 
gear 

• Notebook 
• Drip torch familiarization encouraged 

 
 

L-280 is a foundational leadership course for wildland fire personnel preparing for supervisory roles. Through classroom 
learning and hands-on field exercises, students develop leadership skills in communication, decision-making, team 
cohesion, ethical leadership, and situational leadership. The course helps participants evaluate their readiness to transition 
from follower to leader in dynamic, high-risk environments. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Successful completion of L-
180 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete assigned pre-course work 

and read The Leadership Secrets of 
Attila the Hun by Wes Roberts prior to 
class. 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

 

 

 
 
 

7 
S-290 

Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior 
January 4–6, 2027 • 2.5 Days · 23 Seats 

8 
S-219 

Firing Operations 
January 7–8, 2027 • 2 Days · 16 Seats 

9 
L-280 

Followership to Leadership 
January 7–8, 2027 • 2 Days · 24 Seats 
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S-271 prepares wildland fire personnel to safely perform Helicopter Crewmember (HECM) duties in support of aviation 
operations. Students learn helicopter safety, aviation communications, load calculations, cargo handling, risk management, 
helispot operations, and emergency procedures through a combination of classroom instruction and practical field 
exercises. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) 
qualification required 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete S-271 online module at NWCG 

Wildland Fire Learning Portal 

• Print completion memo (required on first 
day) 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 
 

 

 
 

This instructor-led course focuses on the application of situational awareness and decision-making skills required of a 
Firefighter Type 1 (Squad Boss) and Incident Commander Type 5. Using performance-based activities and realistic fireline 
scenarios, students practice problem-solving, communication, risk assessment, leadership, and tactical decision-making in 
dynamic operational environments. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) 
qualification required 

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

 

 

 
 

This instructor-led course is designed to meet the training needs of personnel seeking qualifications as an Incident 
Commander Type 4 (ICT4). Through discussion-based instruction, simulations, and practical exercises, students develop 
skills in leadership, risk management, intelligence gathering, incident documentation, size-up, strategic planning, incident 
management, and post-fire activities. Students learn to assess incident complexity, develop and implement an effective 
plan of action, and manage incidents safely and effectively. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Qualified as any Single 
Resource Boss (e.g., ENGB, 
CRWB, FIRB, HMGB, HEQB) 

 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete the NWCG S-200 pre-course 

work assignment prior to attending class. 

 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

• Completed pre-course 
work 

 

 

10 
S-271 

Helicopter Crewmember 
January 6–8, 2027 • 2.5 Days · 20 Seats 

11 
S-131 

Firefighter Type 1 
January 7, 2027 • 1 Day · 18 Seats 

12 
S-200 

Initial Attack Incident Commander 
January 7–8, 2027 • 2 Days · 23 Seats 
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This instructor-led course is designed to prepare personnel for qualification as a Heavy Equipment Boss (HEQB). The 
course focuses on the tactical use of heavy equipment in wildland fire operations, emphasizing safety, equipment 
capabilities, inspections, briefings, communications, and operational planning. Students develop the knowledge and skills 
needed to establish and maintain safe and effective dozer and mechanized equipment operations through classroom 
instruction and a required field exercise. 

Prerequisites 
• Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1) 
qualification required 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete the NWCG S-236 pre-course 

work assignment prior to attending class. 
 

What to Bring 
• Weather-appropriate gear 

• Notebook 
• Completed pre-course work 

 
 

This instructor-led course provides the foundational knowledge and skills required for the Wildland Fire Investigator 
(INVF) position. Through lectures, discussions, electronic presentations, and field exercises, students learn wildfire 
investigation methodology, fire behavior indicators, evidence collection and preservation, documentation procedures, 
witness interviewing, and origin and cause determination techniques. The course emphasizes practical application of 
investigative processes in realistic field environments. 

Prerequisites 
• Recommended for personnel 
with wildfire firefighting or law 
enforcement experience.  

• Students must successfully 
complete the required pre-
selection assessment. 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete the interactive, self-paced FI-

210 pre-course work prior to attending 
class. The pre-course material 
introduces wildfire investigation 
fundamentals, fire behavior and burn 
indicators, evidence collection, first 
responder responsibilities, and 
background concepts necessary for 
successful course completion. 

What to Bring 
• Completed pre-course work 

and pre-selection 
assessment 

• Notebook 

• Laptop or tablet 
(recommended, and 
required by some course 
deliveries utilizing the 
Wildland Fire Learning 
Portal) 

• Appropriate clothing and sturdy footwear for 
field exercises 

 

RT-130 is the annual refresher training required for personnel with fireline duties to maintain operational readiness and 
currency. The course focuses on fireline safety, risk management, situational awareness, and decision-making to help 
firefighters recognize and mitigate hazards, maintain safe and effective work practices, and reduce accidents and near 
misses. Training includes local fire season updates, lessons learned from incidents, fire behavior and weather 
considerations, aviation safety, LCES, the Standard Firefighting Orders, Watch Out Situations, and other operational safety 
topics 

 
 

13 
S-236 

Heavy Equipment Boss 
January 6–8, 2027 • 2.5 Days · 16 Seats 

14 
FI-210 

Wildland Fire Origin & Cause Determination 
January 4–8, 2027 • 4.5 Days · 25 Seats 

15 
RT-130 

Wildland Fire Safety Training Annual Refresher (WFSTAR) 
January 8, 2027 • 1/2 Day · 25 Seats 
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ICS-300 provides emergency response personnel with advanced training in the Incident Command System (ICS) for 
expanding incidents. Building on ICS-100 and ICS-200, the course focuses on incident management processes, Unified 
Command, resource management, operational planning, incident action plans (IAPs), and Command and General Staff 
functions. Through exercises and simulations, students learn to effectively manage Type 3 incidents that may extend across 
multiple operational periods. 

 

Prerequisites 
• IS-100: Introduction to the Incident 

Command System 
• IS-200: Basic Incident Command System 

for Initial Response 
• IS-700: National Incident Management 

System (NIMS), An Introduction 
• IS-800: National Response Framework 

(NRF), An Introduction 

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

What to Bring 
• Copies (electronic or printed) of 

prerequisite course completion certificates  
• Notebook 

 

This instructor-led course is designed to meet the training requirements for the positions of Task Force Leader (TFLD) and 
Strike Team Leader (STCR, STEN, STEQ). Through scenario-based exercises and discussions, students learn to manage 
multiple resources, apply risk management principles, coordinate tactical operations, lead personnel in complex incidents, 
and implement appropriate strategies and tactics in wildland fire and all-hazard environments. Most course examples and 
exercises focus on wildland fire suppression operations. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Qualified as any Single 
Resource Boss (e.g., CRWB, 
ENGB, FIRB, FELB, HEQB) 

• Successful completion of the 
required pre-course work and 
pre-selection assessment. 

 

Pre-Work Required 
• Read Leading in the Wildland Fire Service 

(PMS 494-2). 

• Review a leadership topic from the 
Wildland Fire Leadership Development 
Program (WFLDP) resources. 

• Complete the S-330 pre-selection 
assessment and achieve the minimum 
passing score required by the host 
agency or instructor. The assessment 
and pre-course work typically require 
approximately two hours to complete. 

What to Bring 
• Completed pre-course 
work and pre-selection 
assessment documentation  

• Notebook 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

17 
S-330 

Task Force / Strike Team Leader 
January 4–6, 2027 • 2.5 Days · 24 Seats 

16 
ICS-300 

Intermediate Incident Command System for Expanding Incidents 
January 4–6, 2027 • 3 Days · 16 Seats 
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This instructor-led course prepares firefighters and incident leaders to safely and effectively operate in the wildland urban 
interface (WUI). Students learn firefighter safety, human factors, pre-incident planning, size-up and initial strategy, structure 
triage, structure protection tactics, resource utilization, and action plan assessment. The course emphasizes operational 
decision-making and tactics unique to incidents where wildland fire threatens homes, infrastructure, and communities. 

 

Prerequisites 
• Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1) qualification 

required 

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

 

 
 

This instructor-led course is designed for entry-level incident finance personnel and builds upon concepts introduced in S-
260. Through practical exercises, facilitated discussions, and lectures, students learn the roles, responsibilities, and 
procedures associated with incident business management. Students work directly from the NWCG Standards for 
Interagency Incident Business Management (PMS 902) and develop the skills needed to perform in finance and 
administration positions on incidents.  

 

Prerequisites 
• None — NWCG recommends taking S-

261 after completing S-260, there are no 
formal prerequisites.  

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 

 
 

ICS-400 provides advanced Incident Command System (ICS) training for personnel who may manage or support large, 
complex incidents. Building on concepts introduced in ICS-100, ICS-200, and ICS-300, the course focuses on Area 
Command, Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) systems, Command and General Staff relationships, resource coordination, 
and the management challenges associated with complex, multi-jurisdictional incidents. Students apply advanced ICS 
principles through exercises and discussions centered on strategic incident management.  

 

Prerequisites 
• ICS-100: Introduction to the Incident 

Command System 
• ICS-200: Basic Incident Command System 

for Initial Response 
• ICS-300: Intermediate Incident Command 

System for Expanding Incidents 
• IS-700: National Incident Management 

System (NIMS), An Introduction 
• IS-800: National Response Framework 

(NRF), An Introduction 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete all prerequisite courses and 

obtain certificates of completion prior to 
attending the course. 

• Some training providers may require 
students to provide prerequisite 
documentation during registration or check-
in. 

What to Bring 
• Copies (electronic or printed) of 

prerequisite course completion certificates 
• FEMA Student ID (SID) number, if 

required by the training provider 
• Notebook 

 

 
 
 

18 
S-215 

Fire Operations in the Wildland Urban Interface 
January 4–6, 2027 • 3 Days · 16 Seats 

19 
S-261 

Applied Interagency Incident Business Management 
January 5–7, 2027 • 3 Days · 24 Seats 

20 
ICS-400 

Advanced Incident Command System for Complex Incidents 
January 7–8, 2027 • 2 Days · 16 Seats 
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This blended course provides students with the knowledge and skills needed to apply fire behavior prediction systems and 
fire environment information to support risk management, strategic planning, and tactical decision-making. Students learn 
how weather, topography, fuels, and fuel moisture influence fire behavior, and how to calculate, interpret, document, and 
communicate fire behavior predictions using both manual and computer-based methods. The course supports personnel 
pursuing qualifications such as Division/Group Supervisor (DIVS), Incident Commander Type 3 (ICT3), Prescribed Fire 
Burn Boss Type 2 (RXB2), and Long-Term Fire Analyst (LTAN). 

 

Prerequisites 
• Successful completion S-290, 

Intermediate Wildland Fire 
Behavior 

• Qualified as any Single Resource Boss 

Pre-Work Required 
• Complete the assigned pre-course work 

and pre-selection assessment through the 
Wildland Fire Learning Portal prior to 
attending the instructor-led portion of the 
course.  

• Follow instructor-provided instructions and 
complete all required online activities 
before class. 

What to Bring 
• Laptop or tablet capable of running 

required fire behavior software  
• Wildland Fire Learning Portal access 

credentials  
• Notebook  
• Applicable Position Task Books (PTBs)  

 
 

This instructor-led course provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to perform the duties of an Expanded 
Dispatch Recorder (EDRC) within the Incident Command System (ICS). Students learn the structure and function of 
expanded dispatch organizations, the qualities of an effective dispatcher, resource ordering processes, dispatch 
documentation, and the mobilization and demobilization of incident resources. The course includes hands-on experience 
using the Interagency Resource Ordering Capability (IROC) system and practical dispatch scenarios. 

 

Prerequisites 
• None  

 

Pre-Work Required 
• None 

What to Bring 
• Notebook 
• Laptop (if requested by the hosting unit for 

IROC practice) 

 
Qualifications above reflect NWCG standards. Agency requirements may vary. Contact your agency training officer to confirm which courses apply 
to your position. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
S-390 

Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations 
January 4–8, 2027 • 5 Days · 24 Seats 

22 
D-110 

Portable Pumps and Water Use 
January 4–5, 2027 • 2 Days · 16 Seats 



SBWFA | Sierra Blanca Wildland Fire Academy · All courses meet NWCG Standards · Certifications valid nationwide Page 12 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Registration Information 
Registration opens: September 1, 2026 

Register online at: sbwfacademy.com 

A login is not required. 

How to Register: 
1. Select your desired courses 
2. Complete registration information for each student  
3. Use Promo code at checkout if requested for a Veteran or ENMU 

student 
4. Complete required online pre-work 
5. Bring all documentation to class on Day 1 

 

SBWFA Notice to Students: 
 

 No Refunds will be given after December 1st. No Refunds for No-
Shows. Courses will not be cancelled, and No Refunds will be 
given due to inclement weather. 
 

 Students currently taking classes at ENMU and/or Eligible 
Veterans will receive a class fee waiver. Students requesting a 
class fee waiver will be required to bring supporting documentation 
upon checking into the academy. 

■ Courses fill quickly. Early registration is strongly recommended. 

Location & Contact 
Academy Location: 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 
Lincoln National Forest  

Website: sbwfacademy.com 
 

For questions about course eligibility, prerequisites, 
or agency billing, use the contact form at 
sbwfacademy.com. 
 

Lodging 
When making reservations request the government rate 
and inform them you are attending SBWFA. 
MCM Elegante Lodge & Suites: (575) 258-5500 
Comfort Inn & Suites Midtown: (575) 257-2770 or (800) 
424-6423 
Hotel Ruidoso: (575) 257-2007 or (866) 734-5197 
Best Western Plus Ruidoso Inn: (575) 257-3600 
Ruidoso Mountain Inn: (575) 257-3736 

 
■■Ruidoso, New Mexico — Lincoln National Forest 
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SBWFA has trained wildland firefighters for 25+ years. 

Join the next generation of qualified fire professionals in 2027. 

REGISTER FOR 2027 COURSES 
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